[Surveillance of communicable diseases in the European Union].
Important developments are taking place in the Public Health framework in the European Union (EU). A number of international surveillance networks have been developed between the countries of the EU. The European Commission has initiated horizontal and disease specific programmes in the field of infectious disease surveillance. These have stimulated European co-operation for prevention and control of infectious diseases. Much topical information can be found on several Internet pages. The challenge is to set up networks for all public health relevant infectious diseases.